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Atherton and Evelyn Tablelands and Oswald's Track. 



INTRODUCTION. 

QUEENSLAND has room in her vast territory of 
429,120,000 acres for, at least, 50,000,0,00 settlers. 
Possessed of a limited amount of capital, together 
with a superabundance of thrift, energy, determination, 
and perseverance, no intending settler need have the 
slightest misgivings about making a success of things in 
Queensland, as no other State in the Commonwealth of 
Australia holds out such golden opportunities. Queensland 
is so sparsely populated that her population does not equal 
that of the cities of Sydney and Melbourne, the capitals of 
New South Wales and Victoria respectively. Not only does 
she stand on a plane by herself on account of the boundless 
character of her resources, but her possibilities for 
expansion, so far as her primary and secondary industries 
are concerned, are practically illimitable. In point of fact, 
visitors who have made a close study of Australian affairs 
have freely predicted that Queensland is destined to be the 
premier State in the Commonwealth in the near future. 

Queensland is divided into three sections — North, 
Central, and South. All of these divisions possess 
attractions peculiarly their own, and invite hundreds of 
thousands of new arrivals to settle on their broad acres 
in order to make them wealth producing. 

In the far northern portion of the State of Queensland 
there is a large tract of wonderfully rich country at the 
back of Cairns awaiting development on a large scale. The 
region referred to is known as the Atherton and Evelyn 
Tablelands and Oswald's Track. Each of the localities 
mentioned are tablelands, with more or less high altitudes 
above sea-level. The Atherton Tableland, which is named 
after one of the early settlers in the district, has an altitude 
of 2,466 feet at the town of Atherton. It was first thrown 
open for selection by the Lands Department in November, 

1907, when 193 farms, aggregating 32,299 acres, were taken 
up. The highest point of the Evelyn Tableland settled upon 
is at the town of Tumoulin, which has an altitude of 3,163 
feet. This Tableland, which was originally known as the 
Evelyn Scrub, was thrown open for selection in November, 

1908. Though the land was not as readily taken up as that 
on the adjoining tableland, still 31 farms, aggregating 3,988 
acres, were selected. The altitude of the area known as 
Oswald's Track is roughly estimated at over 2,000 feet at 
its highest point. Like the Atherton Tableland, this tract 
of country takes its strange name from a settler in the 



district. There is no doubt that Oswald's Track, which has 
been specially reserved by the State Government for a 
soldiers' settlement, will be more appropriately named 
when the repatriation scheme is brought into effect. 

The Atherton Tableland has an area of 313,000 acres, 
Evelyn Tableland of 111,000 acres, and Oswald's Track of 
157,300 acres. There is room in these three areas for 
a population of, at least, 100,000. To-day, the population of 
the Atherton and Evelyn Tablelands is, approximately, 
9,000. Slowly, but surely, the great possibilities of these 
Tablelands are becoming more widely known not only 
throughout the Commonwealth of Australia and the 
Dominion of New Zealand, but Great Britain, Europe, and 
America. Summed up in a few words, these regions are a 
veritable agriculturists' Eldorado. Previous to agrarian 
settlement taking place on the Atherton and Evelyn Table- 
lands, these districts produced great wealth from their 
immense timber resources. In fact, this branch of industry 
gave lucrative employment to a large number of settlers. 
It was because of their marvellous wealth of timber that 
the districts referred to came into prominence. Not only 
does this timber wealth still exist on an extensive scale, 
but the Tablelands have, in addition, agricultural, fruit- 
growing, dairying, stock-raising, and mining possibilities 
which cannot be excelled in any part of the Commonwealth 
of Australia. 

The Atherton and Evelyn Tablelands are also rich in 
minerals, particularly the latter place. Tin, copper, silver, 
lead, and wolfram are found in fairly large quantities in 
both places, while on the Atherton Tableland and Oswald's 
Track gold is also found. 

Furthermore, the scenic splendours on these Table- 
lands are bewitching in their variety. The country is 
naturally picturesque, but this is enhanced considerably by 
the existence of numerous waterfalls, a number of which 
are of an imposing description. Many of the rivers are of 
noble proportions, while three of the lakes (Barrine, 
Eacham, and Newell) on the Atherton Tableland have 
features of great interest to the scientist and geologist. 
Then again, there are several National Parks, in which 
there is a wealth of tropical foliage and vegetation. To 
those interested in the customs of the Australian blacks, 
the existence of two bora grounds demonstrates that the 
white rulers of the country have no desire to ruthlessly 
remove all traces of the scenes of the sacred ceremonies 
of the fast diminishing dusky sons of the soil. 
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CROP OF ENGLISH POTATOES ON MR. A. CLARINGBOULD 's FARM AT UPPER BARRON, 
ATHERTON (ATHERTON TABLELAND), AVERAGING FIVE TONS TO THE ACRE, 



Innisfail and Mourilyan. No doubt, 
when the soldiers' settlement becomes 
an established fact, and the industrial 
activities of the locality warrant it, 
railway communication will be opened 
up with either Innisfail or Mourilyan. 
When this is brought about Oswald's 
Track will have direct connection with 
the Great North Coast Railway. 

As a result of the great develop- 
ment which has taken place on the 
Atherton and Evelyn Tablelands, a 
number of thriving towns have sprung 
into existence, and the air of prosperity 
pervading every avenue of industry in 
their midst presages the development 
of several cities in the near future. 

A study of the map, appearing 
elsewhere in this book, will give 
readers a good idea as to the physical 
features of the Tablelands and their 
location in the State of Queensland. 
Each of the areas under review in this 
book is shown in a different, colour. 



Climatically, the Tablelands, although they are situated 
in the Tropics in latitude 17 degrees south, and within 30 
miles from the coast at the nearest point, are among 
the most favoured portions of the Commonwealth of 
Australia. Their high elevation enables the inhabitants to 
enjoy a most equable climate all the year round. During 
the summer months the mean maximum shade temperature 
is 84.7 degrees, and the mean minimum 64 degrees. In the 
winter the mean maximum shade temperature is from 75 
degrees to 68.3 degrees, while the mean minimum is from 
55.3 degrees to 45.1 degrees. It is almost needless to say 
that the climate is healthy and invigorating. The death- 
rate is exceptionally low, and the birth-rate is decidedly 
satisfactory. There is also an abundant, regular, and 
evenly distributed rainfall throughout the year. According 
to official records the average annual rainfall at Atherton 
over a period of seventeen years is 52.76 inches, and at 
Herberton for thirty-one years it has averaged 43.59 inches. 
In other parts of the Atherton and Evelyn Tablelands, 
however, much heavier annual rainfalls are experienced. 
Frequently 100 inches are registered during the year. On 
the Oswald's Track, it is computed that the rainfall is about 
100 inches annually. 

Both the Atherton and Evelyn Tablelands are well 
served by railway communication, and are connected by 
rail with the port of Cairns. Though not directly connected 
by rail with any large centre of commerce, there are several 
lines of tramway running to within close proximity of the 
eastern boundary of Oswald's Track from the ports of 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE COUNTRY. 

Atherton Tableland. 

The Atherton Tableland, which 
comprises an area of 313,000 acres, 
and has an altitude of 2,466 feet, is 
chiefly of an undulating and hilly 
character, interspersed with small 
pockets of flat country. The last- 
named are mostly to be found on 
the banks of rivers and creeks. 
The bulk of the country consists of 
a dense tropical jungle, which is 
also heavily timbered. Volcanic in 
nature, the soil varies from a rich 
chocolate to a red, and is of great 
depth. With an annual rainfall 
averaging over 50 inches, and often 
registering 100 inches, meteorolo- 
gical conditions are of the most 
favourable description. This Table- 
land is exceptionally well watered 
by several large rivers, which have 




MR. E. H. IIEALE'S DAIRY FARM AT KUREEN (ATHERTON TABLELAND). 




PAPAW TREE IN FRUIT ON MR. ASHTON 'S FARM AT KUREEN 
(ATHERTON TABLELAND). 



numerous strong-running tributaries. Few portions of the 
Commonwealth of Australia are more admirably adapted 
for the successful pursuit of agricultural activities on an 
extensive scale than this marvellously fertile region of 
North Queensland. Favoured with a remarkably temperate 
climate throughout the year, because of its high altitude, 
this Tableland will produce all kinds of crops profitably. 
Among the different branches of agriculture carried on by 
the settlers are : General farming, mixed farming (including 
sheep, cattle, and horse raising for market), fruit-growing, 
dairying, pig-raising, &c. Minerals are also known to exist 
in the district, but so far no great amount of developmental 
work has been engaged in. Incidentally, it may be stated 
that the Mulgrave and Russell goldfields are outside the 
eastern border of this Tableland. Gold has been found at 
Yungaburra, but the quantity unearthed to date is not 
considerable. In the Tula township wolfram is found. 
This Tableland is marvellously rich in timbers; in 
fact, it is claimed that no other part of the world 
can produce such a variety of valuable timbers. 
Commercially, the Atherton Tableland is one of the 
most progressive districts in the State of Queensland, 
and every year a marked expansion in the operations of 
the settlers is recorded. Scattered about this Tableland 
there are a number of very thriving communities, which 
are fast becoming towns of more than ordinary importance. 
The development of the country has been greatly promoted 
by the extension of the railway system from Cairns to the 
agricultural centres on the Tableland. The Cairns Railway 
crosses the north-western border of the Atherton Tableland 
just below Carbeen Station, then passes over Rocky Creek, 
then runs through Mapee, Tolga, Atherton, Tumbare, 
Nyleta, and Wongabel before it ascends the Herberton 
Range, and enters the Evelyn Tableland. Another line — 
known as the Johnstone River Railway — branches off the 
main Cairns line at Tolga, and passes through practically 
the interior of the Tableland until it reaches the terminus 
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LAKE EACHAM, THREE AND A-HALF MILES BY ROAD FROM YUNGABURRA 
(ATHERTON TABLELAND). 



at Tarzali. The places along the route of this line are: 
Kairi, Kulara, Yungaburra, Chumbrumba, Weerimba, 
Peeramon, Tula, Kureen, Malanda, Jaggan, and Tarzali. 
The extension of this line from Tarzali to Millaa Millaa is 
now under construction. It is also 
proposed to construct a branch line 
from Peeramon to Boonjee, which is 
about 12 miles south-east of the first- 
named place. 

The mean maximum shade tem- 
perature in summer is 84.7 degrees; 
in winter the mean maximum ranges 
from 75.3 degrees to 68.3 degrees, 
while the mean minimum is 53.0 
degrees. 

The population of this Tableland 
is estimated at 6,180. 

Atherton, which is 68 miles from 
Cairns by rail, is the principal town 
on the Tableland, the population of 
the town and district being estimated 
at 1,100. The town is well provided 
with all the necessary public build- 
ings, mercantile and financial estab- 
ments, religious and scholastic insti- 
tutions, &c. 

Tolga, which is only 4 miles 
north of Atherton, and 64 miles from 
Cairns by rail, is in reality a suburb 
of Atherton. This township, how- 
ever, is likely to loom big in the 



commercial world of this 
Tableland at no far distant 
date because of its railway 
connections. Like Atherton, 
Tolga is a busy centre, and is 
well provided with mercan- 
tile, financial, and industrial 
businesses. The population 
of the township and district 
is estimated at 350. 

Among other townships 
which promise to develop into 
big commercial centres are: 
Malanda, Peeramon, Yunga- 
burra, Kureen, Tarzali, and 
Millaa Millaa. At the present 
time all of these localities 
are surrounded by thriving 
communities of agriculturists. 
In the more settled parts of 
this Tableland the religious 
and educational wants of the 
people and their children are 
well provided for. 



The Barron River, which 
is one of the largest water- 
courses on this Tableland 
has its source in the Hugh 
Nelson Range. It is a splendid stream, and flows in a 
north-easterly to northerly direction across this Tableland 
until it empties itself into the Pacific Ocean slightly to the 
north of Cairns. The Barron River is fed by numerous 




FACTORY OF THE ATHERTON TABLELAND BUTTER AND BACON CO-OPERATIVE 
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Creeks, the principal of which are: 
Moran, Ahyah, Scrubby, Gwynne, 
Nicholas, Leslie, Wright, Congoo, 
Mazzlin, Severin, Robson, and Mobo. 
All of the foregoing creeks, particu- 
larly Mazzlin and Severin, are 
strong-running streams. The North 
Johnstone River is another fine 
watercourse. This river rises in the 
Cardwell Range, and flows in a 
north-easterly and south-easterly 
direction through this Tableland. 
The principal tributaries are: Ther- 
esa, Cheelanga, Dirran, and Malanda 
Creeks. The Ithaca River, which 
rises in the Cardwell Range, is fed 
by Molo and Thiaki Creeks, and 
junctions with the North Johnstone 
River a short distance south-east of 
Malanda township. The Beatrice 
River has its source in the Cardwell 
Range, and takes a north-easterly, 
then south-easterly, and, finally, 

north-easterly course until it joins the North Johnstone 
River on the south-eastern border of this Tableland. The 
tributaries of this stream are: North Beatrice River, 
Middle Creek, and Little Beatrice Creek. Ellingjaa Creek, 
which is a tributary of the North Johnstone River, is worthy 
of more than passing mention owing to the fact that it 
supplies the water for the Ellingjaa Falls. 

There are four freshwater lakes on this Tableland, 





KAURI PINE LOG, ESTIMATED TO CONTAIN 14,000 SUPER. FEET OF TIMBER, ON THE 
ATHERTON TABLELAND. 



PANORAMA OF ATHERTON, THE PRINCIPAL TOWN ON THE ATHERTON TABLELAND. 



three of which are of unique formation, inasmuch as they 
are located in the craters of extinct volcanoes. The most 
notable of these lakes are Eacham and Barrine. The 
former is 3J miles by road from Yungaburra, and the latter 
is about 5 miles by road from the same township. 
Yungaburra is 7 miles from Atherton, and 75 miles from 
Cairns, with both of which places it is connected by rail. 
Both these lakes have an altitude of 2,300 feet, and their 
banks are covered with a dense jungle of tropical foliage 
and vegetation. Lake Eacham has 
an area of 140 acres, and is claimed 
to have a depth of 242 feet. It is 46 
chains in length, and 38 chains in 
width. The area of Lake Barrine is 
256 acres, and has a length of 60 
chains, whilst its width is 30 chains. 
It is stated that attempts have been 
made to fathom the lake, but without 
success. Lake Newell, which is 
situated on the north-eastern boun- 
dary of this Tableland at the southern 
end of Lamb Range, is also claimed 
to be in the crater of an extinct 
volcano. It is, however, a much 
smaller sheet of water than the fore- 
going lakes. Lake Euramoo is situ- 
ated in the northern portion of this 
Tableland between Robson and Mobo 
Creeks. 

This Tableland is bounded on 
the north by the Tinaroo Range, on 
the north-east by the Lamb Range, 
and on the west by the Great Dividing 
Range, Herberton Range, Hugh Nelson 
Range, and Cardwell Range. The 
principal peaks are: The Pinnacle 
(north of Yungaburra), Mount Quin- 
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LAKE BARRIXE, 



ABOUT FIVE MILES BY ROAD 
(ATHERTOX TABLELAXD) . 



can (south of Ohunibrumba), Bones Knob (north-west of 
Tolga), Mount Weerimba (east of the Herberton Range), 
Gumtree Hill, and Mount Hipipamee — an extinct volcano — 
(east of Hugh Nelson Range). On the southern end of the 
Cardwell Range, and near the source 
of the Beatrice River, there is a preci- 
pice, which is stated to have a sheer 
drop of from S00 feet to 1,000 feet. 
The Herberton and Hugh Nelson 
Ranges are a continuation of the 
Great Dividing Range, and are the 
watershed of several rivers on this 
Tableland. The Cardwell Range 
is the watershed of the Beatrice and 
Tully Rivers. 

Eyelyn Tableland. 

Generally speaking, the Evelyn 
Tableland is similar to that of the 
Atherton Tableland. It is heavily 
timbered, and there are large areas 
of dense tropical scrub. The soil is 
of rich chocolate and red character, 
and of volcanic origin. The country 
is splendidly watered by a number 
of big streams, and is eminently suit- 
able for general farming, cattle, sheep, 
and horse raising, dairying, and 
fruitgrowing. In and around Her- 
berton there are a number of tin and 
copper mines, which add considerably 
to the prosperity of the place. In 



point of fact, the Herberton 
mineral fields, which extend 
beyond the boundaries of the 
Evelyn Tableland, produce, in 
addition to tin and copper, 
more or less large quantities 
of silver, lead, molybdenite, 
bismuth, antimony, and wol- 
fram. This Tableland is 
favoured with a delightfully 
bracing climate throughout 
the year, the shade tempera- 
ture during the summer rang- 
ing from 83.3 degrees (mean 
maximum) to 64 degrees 
(mean minimum). In the 
winter the mean maximum 
temperature is from 72.9 to 
69.4 degrees, and the mean 
minimum from 55.3 to 45.1 
degrees. The annual rainfall 
for a period of thirty-one 
years has averaged 43.59 
inches. The country is rich in 
timbers of great commercial 
value. These comprise: Silky 
oak, maple, bloodwood, red 
stringy bark, bull oak, kauri 
pine, red and white cedar, 
mahogany, penda, pencil cedar, &c. Railway communica- 
tion is established with this Tableland by a line from 
the port of Cairns. The line crosses the Herberton Range 
to the north-east of Moonim Station, and passes through 
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the town of Herberton, thence to 
Tumoulin and Ravenshoe in the 
southern portion of this Tableland. 
Tumoulin has an elevation of 3,163 
feet, Ravenshoe 2,967 feet, and Her- 
berton 2,890 feet. This Tableland 
lias an area of 111,000 acres. 

The population of this Tableland 
is estimated at 2,400. 

Herberton, the principal town 
on this Tableland, is 14 miles distant 
by rail from Atherton, and 82 miles 
from Cairns. It is a very busy 
mining and agricultural centre, the 
population of the town and district 
being about 1,300. The public and 
mercantile institutions demonstrate 
that the citizens have every con- 
fidence in the future prospects of 
this Tableland. 

Tumoulin and Ravenshoe, which 
are 17 and 21 miles, respectively, 
distant by rail from Herberton, are 
two rising agricultural townships. 
State schools and churches have 
been established in all the settled 
districts of this Tableland. The 
population of Tumoulin and district 
is estimated at 540. 

The Wild River, the chief stream on the Evelyn Table- 
land, rises in the northern portion of the Herberton Range, 
and flows in a southerly to south-westerly direction until 
it crosses the north-western boundary of this Tableland. 
This river, which eventually joins the Herbert River near 
Woodleigh cattle station, is fed by Nigger, Flaggy, and a 
number of smaller creeks. Millstream Creek rises in the 
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northern portion of the Cardwell Range, and takes a south- 
westerly course until it joins the Herbert River a short 
distance south-west of Woodleigh cattle station. It is a 
strong-running stream, with all the proportions of a river. 
The tributaries of Millstream Creek are: Coolabbi, 
Corduroy, Robinson, North Cedar, South Mitchell, Lawyer, 
Vine, and Break o' Day Creeks. There are also several 
other small creeks in different portions 
of this Tableland, all of which act 
as feeders to the streams already 
described. 

The Great Dividing Range sepa- 
rates this Tableland on the north- 
eastern boundary from the Stannary 
Hills country. On the north-east and 
east the Herberton, Hugh Nelson, and 
Cardwell Ranges form the boundary 
line between the Evelyn and Atherton 
Tablelands. A short distance inland 
from the three firstnamed ranges there 
are a number of more or less high 
peaks. The most notable of these are: 
Specimen Hill (east of the Great 
Dividing Range), Stewart Head (west 
of the Herberton Range), Mount Ida 
and St. Patrick Hill (north and south, 
respectively, of the town of Herber- 
ton). On the south-western boundary 
of this Tableland there is Mount Pan- 
danus, and on the south-eastern boun- 
dary (just off the Cardwell Range) 
Mount Koolmoon stands out boldly. 
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Oswald's Track. 

An area of 157,300 acres in the locality known as 
Oswald's Track has been set aside by the State Government 
under the provisions of " The Discharged Soldiers' Settle- 
ment Act of 1917 " for allotment to discharged soldiers. 
The country is practically all dense tropical jungle of a 
level and undulating character, while, in places, it is very 
steep. The soil is generally of volcanic origin, red and 
chocolate in colour, with very little variation. Numerous 
running streams provide an abundant supply of water. The 
existence of no less than twelve waterfalls on tins Track 
opens up great possibilities for their utilisation as the 
medium for motive power on a large scale. The highlands are 
suitable for dairying, sheep, cattle, and horse raising, and 
general farming, while sugar-cane can be grown on the red 
alluvial flats. The rainfall for the area is computed at over 
100 inches annually. So far, an area of 28,793 acres has 
been subdivided into 217 portions, ranging from 70 to 32.0 
acres. The country carries a great deal of timber of more 
or less commercial value. Among these are: Beech (red 
and white), silky oak, walnut, beantree, crow's ash, spur- 
wood, and hardwood. Mineralogically, Oswald's Track has 
great possibilities, and at present the alluvial goldfield on 
Jordan Creek provides small quantities of gold every year. 
When the soldiers' settlement becomes an accomplished fact, 
there is no doubt that the more settled areas will be con- 
nected by rail with either Innisfail or Mourilyan, the two 
nearest ports. At the present time there are a number of 
branch lines from the Innisfail Tramway running to within 
close proximity of the eastern boundary of Oswald's Track. 
The Japoon Tramway from Maria Creek (near the sea- 
board) also runs to within a short distance of this Track. 
There is no doubt that when the soldier settlers turn 



their attention to the cultivation of sugar-cane, all of 
these 2-foot gauge tramways will be extended to their 
areas. There are two raw sugar-mills close handy to 
Oswald's Track — the South Johnstone Government Central 
Mill and the Mourilyan Mill. Both mills are quite close to 
each other. There is also a mill at Doondi (Innisfail). 
With the expansion of the sugar-growing industry, there is 
every likelihood of further mills being erected. In the near 
future, too, this Track is certain to be linked up by a branch 
line with the Great North Coast Railway, now in course of 
construction. 

Two bora grounds of the Queensland aboriginals call 
for at least passing mention. The first, which is known as 
the Chunga bora ground, is on the south bank of the North 
Johnstone River, and the second (Tchuken bora ground) is 
close to Henrietta Creek, a tributary of the aforementioned 
river. These bora grounds, which were made by the early 
black tribes of the locality, consisted of two rings — a 
larger one and a smaller one — on cleared spaces some 
distance apart, the outer edges of the rings being raised in 
a similar fashion to a circus ring. Within these rings the 
older blacks conducted the bora ceremonies for the purpose 
of initiating the young men of the tribe into the state of 
manhood. The ceremonies, which were regarded as sacred 
by the tribe, were conducted in secret, only the male 
members being allowed to attend. 

The South Johnstone River rises in the Walter Hill 
Range, and flows in a north-easterly direction across 
Oswald's Track. The tributaries of this capital river are: 
Charappa, Egan, Weekenah, and Mitcha Creeks. The North 
Johnstone River enters. Oswald's Track from the Atherton 
Tableland on the northern boundary, and flows in a south- 
easterly and north-easterly direction across the country. 
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This river is further fed by Douglas, Chunga, Fisher, 
Djindee, Rankin, Wadda, Noel, and Western Creeks. Both 
of the Johnstone Rivers eventually flow into the Pacific 
Ocean at Innisfail. 

This Track is separated from the Tully River country 
by the Walter Hill Range on the east and on portion of the 
south. This range is a continuation of the Cardwell Range. 
Dotted about the country are a number of fairly high peaks. 
Mount Chalmynia and Cooroo Peak are near the north- 
eastern boundary, Mount Poorka is on the north bank of 
the North Johnstone River, Mount Sandlings is on the south 
bank of the South Johnstone River, The Pinnacle is a 
short distance east of Walter Hill Range, and Father 
Clancy Mount (3,300 feet) is to the north of Little Beatrice 
Creek. 

Note. — It is as well to mention here that the creeks 
mentioned as tributaries to the rivers described in this book 
are not by any means the whole of those which feed the 
rivers in question. The tributaries are only those flowing 
through the Atherton and Evelyn Tablelands and Oswald's 
Track, respectively. 

SCEJVIC SPLENDOURS OF THE TABLELANDS. 

It is questionable whether there is another part of the 
world with such a wealth of scenic splendours as the 
Atherton and Evelyn Tablelands and Oswald's Track. On 
the Atherton Tableland there are six waterfalls. The 
Springs Falls are near Tolga, and the Carrington Falls 
about 7 miles from Atherton. Within close proximity of 
Malanda there are the Johnstone Falls. The Millaa 
Millaa Falls are a short distance from the township 
of the same name, and the Ellingjaa Falls are about 4 miles 
east of the same township. The Dinner Falls rush over 
Mount Hipipamee, and are located in the National Park to 





CROP OF COFFEE AND BANANAS ON MR. G. WINDHAUS'S FARM AT ATHERTON 

(ATHERTON tableland). 



MILLSTREAM FALLS, NEAR RAVEN SHOE (EVELYN TABLELAND). 

the east of the Hugh Nelson Range. When Millaa Millaa is 
connected by rail with Cairns, tourists from the South will 
be enabled to see the Millaa Millaa Falls and the Ellingjaa 
Falls. At present the nearest railway station (Tarzali) is 
about 9 miles away from the township of Millaa Millaa. 

The picturesque Millstream Falls are situated on the 
south-western boundary of the Evelyn Tableland, a few 
miles south-west from the township of Ravenshoe. There 
are also falls (at present officially unnamed) in the National 
Park close to Ravenshoe. As the lastnamed place is con- 
nected by rail with Cairns, tourists who travel by boat to 
this port from the southern portions of the Commonwealth 
can view the falls referred to without any difficulty. 

Incidentally, it may be mentioned that the 
majestic Tully Falls are just outside the 
southern boundary of this Tableland, and 
can be visited by a road journey from 
Ravenshoe. The Wild River Falls are 
about 4 miles from Herberton. 



On the Oswald's Track there are no 
less than twelve waterfalls. The most 
notable of these are the Cowley Falls, 
which are fed by Mitcha Creek, a tributary 
of the South Johnstone River. The Binda 
Falls are fed by the South Johnstone 
River, Myr ha Falls by Wadda Creek, Olive 
Falls by the Noel and Western Creeks, and 
Nandroya, Tchupala, Wallichee, and Jones 
Falls by the North Johnstone River. Of 
the four other falls, which are unnamed 
officially, two are fed by the North John- 
stone River, one by Chunga Creek, and 
one by Djindee Creek. 

All the rivers and creeks in the locali- 
ties described in this book teem with 
various Varieties of freshwater fish. Trout 
is also to be found in several of the 
streams. Feathered game also abound in 
the districts under review. 
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GIANT CEDAR TREE, ON A SELECTION AT WEERIMBA (ATHERTON TABLELAND), ESTIMATED TO 
CONTAIN 33,000 SUPER. FEET, AND FOR WHICH £365 WAS REFUSED. 



CONDITIONS OF LAND SELECTION. 

Land is made available for selection in the following 
modes and classes:— (1) Agricultural Selections— i.e., Per- 



petual Lease Selections; (2) Grazing Selections — i.e., 
Grazing Homesteads and Grazing Farms; and (3) Perpetual 
Lease Prickly-pear Selections. 
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The maximum area of an agricul- 
tural block open for selection under per- 
petual lease conditions is 2,560 acres, 
and the capital value ranges from 10s. 
per acre upwards. The maximum area 
is, however, only allowed to be taken up 
in remote districts. The land must be 
fenced within five years, or other im- 
provements effected equal in value to 
the cost of the fencing. There must also 
be Ave years' personal residence or 
occupation as the case may require, and, 
thereafter, the condition of occupation 
must be performed during the whole 
term. As soon as the improvements are 
effected, the lease may be obtained, and 
this may then be subdivided, transferred, 
or mortgaged. 

Perpetual lease selections cannot, 
while they are subject to the condition 
of personal residence, be mortgaged 
(except to the Commissioner of the 
Government Savings Bank) or transferred (except in the 
case of the death or insanity or incapacity by reason of 
serious illness, accident, infirmity, or misfortune of the 
selector). 

Grazing selections may be secured on lease as a 
grazing homestead or grazing farm for a period of up to 
twenty-eight years. The average annual rent is about 2d. 
per acre. . No grazing farm can exceed 60,000 acres in area. 
The limitation of area is determined by the rent value, an 
annual rental of £200 being the limitation. Thus, of lands 
open at 2d. per acre, the greatest area obtainable would be 
24,000 acres; at lid. per acre, 32,000 acres; and so on. 
The term of lease may be any number of years not exceed- 
ing twenty-eight, as the opening notification may declare. 
The annual rent for the first period of seven years is fixed 
by departmental notification, or by tender. The rent for 
each subsequent period will be determined by the Land 
Court. During the whole of the term of a grazing home- 
stead the condition of personal residence applies, and prior 





HAULING TIMBER, RAVENSHOE (EVELYN TABLELAND). 



DAIRY CATTLE ON THE LATE MR. J. ROBERTSON'S FARM AT KULARA (ATHERTON TABLELAND). 



to the expiration of the first five years a grazing homestead 
is not capable of being mortgaged without the permission 
of the Minister (except to the Commissioner of the Govern- 
ment Savings Bank, or assigned or transferred — except in 
the case of the death, insanity, or incapacity by reason of 
serious illness, accident, infirmity, or misfortune of the 
selector). The Land Court may also grant to the original 
selector of a Grazing Homestead (or in the case of his death 
or insanity, the person representing him) exemption from 
the performance of the condition of personal residence for 
one year after the condition has been performed for the 
first five years, and thereafter for one year for each further 
five years in which personal residence is performed. 
Grazing farms must be continuously occupied by the 
selector or manager or agent, and within three years they 
must be securely fenced. In some cases, no rental is 
charged for the first period of occupation if the grazing 
farm is more or less infested with prickly-pear or noxious 
weeds. As soon as a grazing farm is fenced the lease is 
issued, and the selector is then allowed to mortgage the 
holding, or, by permission of the Minister, subdivide, 
transfer, or sublet it. 



LAND FOE DISCHARGED SOLDIERS. 

" The Discharged Soldiers' Settlement Act of 1917 " 
provides that all soldiers of the Australian Imperial Forces 
who have taken part in the present war may, on applica- 
tion, select town or country land on perpetual lease and 
personal residence conditions in Queensland. The pro- 
visions of the above Act may be also extended, by procla- 
mation by the Governor in Council, to the other forces of 
the British Empire and to those of the Allied Powers. 

In regard to perpetual lease selections, no deposit is 
required to be lodged with an application, and no rental is 
payable for the first three years; then, from the fourth to 
fifteenth years (inclusive), the rental will be 1J per cent. 
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CROP OF RHODES GRASS IN SEED, AFTER TWO CUTTINGS, ON MR. G. SHARPE'S 
FARM AT WEER1MBA (ATHERTON TABLELAND ) . 



of the declared capital value of the land, and after that 
period the rental of the land will he subject to the reap- 
praisement clauses of the Land Act. The survey fee will 
be repayable in ten equal annual instalments without 
interest, commencing at the fourth year of the term. 

Advances at the rate of £1 for every £1 worth of work 
done up to £500 will be made, subject to the provisions of 
the Queensland Government Savings Bank Act, in order to 
enable discharged soldiers to erect dwellings, and effect 
other improvements on their land, &c. The terms for the 
repayment of the advances extend over a period of forty 
years, with 3| per cent, interest added for the first year, 4 
per cent, interest for the second year, 4J per cent, interest 
for the third year, and not exceeding 5 per cent, interest 
thereafter until the advance has been repaid. During the 
first seven years simple interest only at the prescribed rate 
is charged, no repayments towards the liquidation of the 
amount advanced being demanded until the expiration of 
the seven years. Advances at the rate of 15s. in the £1, 
not exceeding £700, can also be obtained for the purpose of 
purchasing stock, machinery, implements, &c, and also 
for unspecified purposes. Such advances, however, must 
be repaid by annual instalments within twenty-five years, 
with 5 per cent, interest added. 

Soldiers engaged in the present war may make appli- 
cation for perpetual lease selections by proxy, and in the 
case of such accepted applications the Minister for Public 
Lands has -power to waive all conditions appertaining to 



personal residence conditions, &c, during 
the continuance of the war. 

Soldiers discharged from the Aus- 
tralian Imperial Forces, or the forces of 
the British Empire or Allied Powers, for 
misconduct are debarred from availing 
themselves of the provisions of the Dis- 
charged Soldiers' Settlement Act. 



MINERS' HOMESTEAD LEASES. 

Under the provisions of " The Miners' 
Homestead Leases Act of 1913," Home- 
stead Leases can be acquired by applica- 
tion, or by tender or public auction, by 
residents of any mining field throughout 
the State, in areas not exceeding 640 
acres. During the first period of thirty 
years the annual rental on areas up to 
40 acres is Is. per acre, and 6d. for any 
additional acreage in excess of this area. 
This rental does not, of course, apply to 
homesteads acquired by tender or sale. 
After the expiration of the thirty years' 
lease a nominal rental of Is. only can be 
demanded. The minimum annual rental 
for any homestead is 5s. 



LAND AVAILABLE FOR SELECTION. 

At the time of writing this book there are 24,060 acres 
in the Atherton Land Agent's district available for per- 
petual lease selection. This area of country has been 
divided into 126 portions, varying from 74 acres to 800 
acres, and is situated in the parishes of Barron, Danbulla, 
Dirran, East Barron, Gadgarra, and Tinaroo. It is well 
watered by permanent streams, and consists of level, 
undulating, and hilly country, covered with dense tropical 
jungle. Generally the soil is of a rich red volcanic 
character, and is admirably adapted for agricultural and 
dairying purposes. There is also in the parish of Danbulla 
5,852 acres of land open for perpetual lease selection from 
5 to 10 miles north-easterly of the Kairi township. It is 
divided into 35 portions from 104 to 206 acres in area, and 
comprises undulating and broken country covered with 
dense vine scrub and jungle. The soils are chocolate, light 
and dark red, sandy loam, and rich red volcanic. The 
country is well watered by strong running streams, and is 
suitable for agricultural and dairying purposes. In the 
parish of Bartle Frere there are 15,000 acres of agricultural 
and dairying country. The land is from 5 to 10 miles from 
the township of Millaa Millaa. It is permanently watered 
by several streams, and consists of dense tropical jungle, 
the soil being of a red and chocolate nature. The blocks 
available for perpetual lease selection are from 100 to 160 
acres in area. 
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In the Herberton Land Agent's district 
there are 24,603 acres open for perpetual lease 
selection. The country is situated in the 
parishes of Herberton, Mullaburra, Ravenshoe, 
Tirrabella, Woodleigh, and Yourka. There are 
sixty-seven portions ranging in area from 40 
to 1,280 acres. 

In connection with the throwing open of 
land for selection on the Atherton and Evelyn 
Tablelands, the sum of £14,972 13s. 5d. has 
been expended by the Public Estate Improve- 
ment Branch of the Lands Department in the 
construction of roads and bridges. Similar 
traffic facilities are being provided for on the 
Oswald's Track. 

As has already been stated, the Atherton 
and Evelyn Tablelands were first made avail- 
able for settlement in November, 1907 and 
1908, respectively. The area selected on the 
Atherton Tableland up to the end of 1917 
aggregated 201,662 acres (1,198 farms) — made 
up as under: — 1,089 agricultural farms, total- 
ling 192,320 acres; 11 agricultural homesteads, 
2,670 acres; 9 unconditional selections, 2,135 
acres; 89 perpetual lease selections, 14,637 
seres. In 1917, 65 perpetual lease selections 
aggregating 9,881 acres were taken up. Since 
1908 the area taken up on Evelyn Tableland 
to the end of 1917 aggregated 60,978 acres 
or 285 farms. This area comprised: — 261 
agricultural farms, totalling 57,845 acres; 2 
agricultural homesteads, 97 acres; 22 perpetual 
lease selections, 3,036 acres. In 1917, 16 per- 
petual lease selections, totalling 1,582 acres, 
were taken up. The areas of the farms selected 
on the Tablelands ranged from 100 to 320 acres. 

Incidentally, it may be mentioned that on 
the Atherton Tableland 2,310 acres have been 
selected near Millaa Millaa by sixteen soldiers, 
283 acres near Kairi by two soldiers, and 288 
acres near Peeramon by two soldiers. On the 
Evelyn Tableland 372 acres have been taken 
up by four soldiers near Ravenshoe. The 
soldiers intend to engage in dairying and 
mixed farming. 

According to the experiences of Mr. J. 
English, of Malanda (Atherton Tableland), the 
cost of felling the dense scrub on his land 
was from £2 to £2 10s. per acre, while the 
grassing of the land entailed an additional 




TULLY FALLS, ABOUT TWENTY MILES BY ROAD FROM RAVENSHOE 
(EVELYN TABLELAND). 



outlay of £1 per acre. It is generally accepted that the cost 
of felling the timber on a holding involves an expenditure 
of from £2 10s. to £3 per acre. 
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PLOUGHING BY TRACTOR AT TOLGA (ATHERTON TABLELAND), 
FIVE FURROWS AT A TIME. 



STATE ASSISTANCE AND ENCOUBAGEMENT, 

The Government issues a second-class railway ticket 
at half the ordinary fare to the intending settler desirous 
of inspecting Crown land with a view of selecting an area 
not exceeding 5,120 acres. If the intending settler subse- 
quently takes up a selection, subject to personal residence 
conditions, not exceeding 5,120 acres in area, the half-fare 
paid by him is refunded, and his family, self, ordinary 
household furniture and effects, agricultural implements, 
seed, one dray, and one set of harness are carried free to 
the railway station nearest to his selection. Special reduced 
rates are granted for the carriage of building material, 
fencing wire, and two truckloads of live stock. 

The Advances to Settlers Branch of the Queensland 
Government Savings Bank makes advances to new settlers, 
agriculturists, fee., on the security of freeholds, licenses, and 
leases from the Crown (including prickly-pear selections) 
to make improvements on the land or for paying off 
liabilities, at 5 per cent, per annum, repayable in twenty- 
five years or at any earlier time at the option of the 
borrower. A settler applying for an advance must give a 
iirst mortgage on his holding. The bank advances up to 
£1,200 on the total value of the land and improvements. 
For the first Ave years only simple interest is charged at 5 
per cent, per annum. After five years the borrower must 
begin to redeem his advance at the rate of £4 0s. 3d. half- 
yearly for each £100 borrowed, inclusive of interest, until 
the whole has been paid. The Government Savings Bank 
advances 15s. in the £1 of the total value of the land and 



improvements for the purpose of enabling 
the selector to purchase stock, machinery, 
or implements, for putting down a well or 
bore, or for relieving the liability on the 
holding. Advances at the rate of 15s. in 
the £1 on the value of the land and 
improvements thereon up to £400 can also 
be obtained for unspecified purposes. 

Up to the end of June, 1917, the amount 
of advances approved by the Advances to 
Settlers Branch of the Government Savings 
Bank to settlers on the Atherton and 
Evelyn Tablelands was as follows: — Ather- 
ton Tableland — Number of settlers, 1,183; 
amount advanced, £178,856; Evelyn Table- 
land — Number of settlers, 186; amount 
advanced, £22,702. 

Under the provisions of the Govern- 
ment Savings Bank Act the Government 
makes advances (at the rate of 15s. in the 
£1, and not exceeding £350), on easy 
terms of repayment, for the purpose of 
enabling persons whose incomes do not 
exceed £200 per annum to erect dwelling- 
houses as homes for themselves and their families. The 
applicant must show that he is not the owner of a dwelling- 
house in Queensland or elsewhere. Repayment of advances 
extends over a period of twenty years, and must be 
paid in monthly instalments of 13s. 3d. for every £100 
borrowed. 



The Government assists in every way possible to 
further the primary industries of the State, and the many 
experts associated with the Department of Agriculture and 
Stock are always at the disposal of the man on the land. 
This is particularly the case in connection with the settler 
who is engaged in general farming, dairying, fruit-growing, 
&c. Further, this Department, by means of State Farms, 
demonstrates in a practical manner what the land is capable 
of producing profitably. An efficient system of dairy inspec- 
tion and testing of herds is also carried out by Government 
officials, and by this means a marked improvement has been 
brought about in dairying generally. Provision is also 
made by the Government for the handling of the clips of 
all mixed farmers with small flocks. As a result of the 
arrangements made in this respect, the mixed farmers are 
enabled to get the best market prices for their wool. The 
Department of Agriculture and Stock makes a nominal 
charge for the classification, weighing, and pressing of all 
Wool sent in by farmers who keep flocks not exceeding 
1,500. 

The Kairi State Farm is 2 miles north-east from the 
Kairi Railway Station, and consists of 1,280 acres. The 
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MR. E. L. H. STYLES' DAIRY FARM AT KUREEN (ATHERTON TABLELAND). 



farm is used for the purposes of demon- 
strating the productive properties of 
this portion of the Atherton Tableland. 
The operations on the farm comprise: 
Dairying, general farming, pig-raising, 
and the breeding of Suffolk Punch 
horses. Purebred Jersey cattle are 
used for dairying, and milking machines 
have been installed. There are two 
reinforced concrete silos, with a capa- 
city of 60 tons each. A stud of Berk- 
shire pigs has also been established. 
The country is cultivated with Rhodes, 
paspalum, prairie, and perennial rye 
grasses, and clovers. Experiments are 
carried out to determine the most suit- 
able fodders and grasses for the district. 

AGKICULTURAL ACTIVITIES. 

The remarkable fertility of the soil on the Atherton and 
Evelyn Tablelands is exemplified by the variety of crops 
that are produced annually. Maize is the principal crop 
grown, and several times during the past few years the 
Tablelands have produced the greatest quantity of this 
cereal for any district in the State of Queensland. In 1916, 
the yield from 18,636 acres was 937,085 bushels, an average 
of over 50 bushels per acre. Last year (1917), 15,539 acres 
produced 580,448 bushels, an average of over 37 bushels per 
sere. Wheat, oats, barley, lucerne, potatoes (English and 
sweet), pumpkins, panicum, sugar-cane, arrowroot, rice, 
coffee, and cotton are also grown, but the area under each of 
these crops is small. There is, however, a large tract of 
country under paspalum and Rhodes grasses. Incidentally, 
it may be mentioned that the sugar-cane, coffee, and rice are 
grown on the Atherton Tableland. Mr. N. A. R. Pollock, of 
Tolga, had 6 acres of upland rice under cultivation last 
year, the yield therefrom being over 200 bushels. Last year 
Mr. Pollock sent a trial parcel of 3i tons of rice to Sydney 
for hulling and dressing, and the product was favourably 
commented upon by the miller. With a view of encourag- 
ing the cultivation of this crop, the State Government has 
given the Farmers' Asociation, at Tolga, the loan of a small 
hulling plant in order to enable those interested to treat 
their crops of rice. Last year the Government also 
distributed parcels of upland rice padi to a number of 
farmers in the Tolga district for planting purposes. As a 
result of this distribution, about 50 acres were planted 
with rice, and, despite that considerable damage was done 
by the recent cyclone, a good quantity of grain was 
harvested in April and May last. The following are the 
principal growers of rice in the district referred to: — 
Messrs. N. A. R. Pollock, H. Northey, Hall Bros., J. 



Arboine, J. South, W. H. Smith, and J. A. Hamilton. Mr. 
P. W. Plath, of Malanda, has also a small area under rice. 
The land in the Tumoulin district (Evelyn Tableland) is 
also suitable for the cultivation of rice. With the exception 
of the maize, all the other cereals and farm produce are cut 
for hay and chaff. The only grower of coffee last year was 
Mr. G. Windhaus, of Atherton, the area under crop being 
5 acres. . 

The area under crop in 1917 aggregated 15,959 acres, 
while there were 18,177 acres also under cultivation. Of 
these totals, the Atherton Tableland had 15,646 acres under 
crops, and 17,731 acres under cultivation. 

Though there is practically no need for irrigation on 
the Tablelands owing to the regular and abundant rainfall 
annually, still several farmers at Wandecla (Evelyn Table- 
land) and at Kairi and Yungaburra have installed plants. 
At the firstnamed place grapes are being raised by irriga- 
tion, and at the Kairi State Farm the water is being utilised 
for vegetables. Several kinds of irrigation appliances are 
in use. In some cases the water is raised from wells by 
means of a windmill, and transferred by gravitation 
through galvanised iron piping. In other instances, the 
water is lifted from the creeks by a steam-driven pump or 
by a hydraulic ram appliance, and reticulated over the 
cultivated areas by means of galvanised iron piping. Last 
year there were only 3 acres of crops under irrigation. 

The largest agriculturists are on the Atherton Table- 
land, the most prominent of which are: — Messrs. E. H. 
Heale, Kureen; H. R. Maguire, Atherton; G. H. Roberts, 
Atherton; Anderson and West, Atherton; W. H. Putt, 
Atherton; G. Adams, Kairi; J. Dalziel, Atherton; S. Roses, 
Kairi; Sims and Sons, Atherton; M. Moynihan, Tolga; N. 
Nielsen, Atherton ; and T. Purcell, Atherton. The foregoing 
farmers had from 50 acres to 140 acres under maize in 1917. 
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The following are particulars of the agricultural activities in 1917: 



ATHERTON TABLELAND. 



Maize 
Oats 
Lucerne 
Panieum 
Pumpkins and melons 
Sugar-cane 
Potatoes (English) 
Potatoes (Sweet) 
Bice 
Coffee 
Hay 



Number engaged in farming 
Artificial grasses for pasture 

Value of machinery and implements 



Production in Each District. 



Atherton. 



Area. Yield. 



Acres. 
7,115 



No. 
314 
Acres. 
5,014 

£ 12,912 



238.220 bus. 



36 tons 
1C tons 



8J tons 
18 tons 



Tolga. 



Area. Yield. 



Acres. 

7,964 
*1 
*1 



*4 

23i 
5 
6 

"l 
No. 
297 
Acres. 
1,489 



329 717 bus. 
*5 tons 



40 tons 
14 tons 
210 bus. 



Area. Yield. 



♦01 

"37 



No. 

2 

Acres. 
7,012 



1,944 bus. 



14 tons 
36" tons 



26 lb. 



Yungaburr'i. 
Area. Yield. 



Acres. 
265 



*7 
17 



11* 



No. 
52 
Acres. 
12,643 



6 920 bus. 



22 tons 
55 ton 5 ! 



Total 
Production. 



Acres. 
15.392 
*1 

»i 
47 
17 

9 
42 
16 

6 
12 

1 

No. 
664 
Acres. 
26,158 



Yield. 



376,801 bus 
*5 tons 
36 tons 
10 tons 
10 tons 

72 tons 
74 tons 
210 bus. 
5,126 lb. 
5 tons 



; Cut for hay or green fodder. 



EVELYN TABLELAND. 



Maize 
Oats 
Lucerne 
Panieum 
Pumpkins and Melc 
Potatoes (English) 
Potatoes (Sweet) 
Hay 



Number engaged in farming 
Artificial grasses for pasture 

Va!ue of machinery and implements 



Production in Each District. 



Herberton. 



Area. 



Acres. 
87 



■20 



Acres 
435 



1,727 bus. 
*8 tons 



13 tons 
8 tons 



17 
4| 



Acres. 
3,241 



Yield. 



1,920 bus. 



15 tons 
52 tons 



Total Production 



Area. 



Acres. 
147 
*8 

"*15 

2 
17 

n 



No. 



Acres 
3,676 



Yield. 



3,647 bus. 
*8 tons 



4 tons 
15 tons 
65 tons 

8 tons 



: Cut for hay or green fodder. 



FRUIT-GR0WI1VG. 

Few people will credit that stone and pip fruits can be 
grown successfully on the Tablelands of North Queensland. 
It is a fact, nevertheless, notwithstanding that the country- 
is within close proximity of the equatorial regions. The 
altitude of the Tablelands, however, assures for them one 
of the most equable climates in the world. It is because of 
this that fruits only suitable to temperate climes do' so well. 



Remarkable as it may seem to those unacquainted with 
the districts, tropical fruits of all kinds also produce pro- 
lifically. Among the varieties of fruits grown on the 
Atherton and Evelyn Tablelands are: Apples, plums, pears, 
peaches, apricots, nectarines, strawberries, grapes, oranges, 
lemons, pineapples, mangoes, bananas, papaws, passion 
fruit, persimmons, mulberry, loquats, custard apples, and 
peanuts. 

In 1917, Herberton produced 100 gallons of wine. 
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Appended are details of the production in 1917: — 

ATHERTON TABLELAND. 



Fruits. 



Bananas 

Pineapples . 

Grapes 

Oranges 

Mangoes 

Apples 

Peaches 

Plums 

Apricots 

Custard Appl 

Lemons 

Papaws 

Persimmons 

Mulberries . 

Loquats 

Pears 

Peanuts 



Total area under fruits 



Production in Each District. 



1,820 bunches 
50 dozen 
806 lb. 
794 bushels 
28 bushels 
2 bushels 
7 bushels 
Not bearing 



25 bushels 
652 dozen 



13,440 lb. 
63 acres 



Tolga. 



210 bushels 
Not bearing 



Not bearing 



Malanda. 



1,981 bunches 
29 dozen 

495 bushels 
Not bearing 

4 bushels 
149 bushels 

4 bushels 

Not bearing 
433 bushels 
723 dozen 



26 bushels 



Yungaburra. 



108 bunches 
79 dozen 
35 lb. 
64 bushels 
9 bushels 

7 bushels 
124 bushels 

8 bushels 
2 bushels 

Not bearing 
96 bushels 
85 dozen 
1 bushel 

9 bushels 
1 bushel 

Not bearing 



Total 
Production. 



3,909 bushels 
158 dozen 
841 lb. 
1,563 bushels 
37 bushels 
13 bushels 
280 bushels 
12 bushels 
2 bushels 

554 bushels 
1,460 dozen 
1 bushel 
9 bushels 
1 bushel 
26 bushels 
13,440 lb. 



EVELYN TABLELAND. 





Production in Each District. 




Fruits. 






Total 


Herberton; 


Tumoulin. 


Production. 


Bananas 




81 bunches 


81 bunches 


Pineapples 




10 dozen 


10 dozen 


Grapes 


3,928 lb. 


300 lb. 


4,228 lb. 


Oranges 


315 bushels 


57 bushels 


372 bushels 


Apples 


35 bushels 


12 bushels 


47 bushels 


Strawberr.es 


60 quarts 


50 quarts 


110 quarts 


Peaches 


17 bushels 


93 bushels 


110 bushels 


Plums 


Not bearing 


18 bushels 


18 bushels 


Apricots 


2 bushels 


Not bearing 


2 bushels 


Custard Apples 




Not bearing 


100 bushels 


Lemons 


64 bushels 


36 bushels 


Papaws 


1 dozen 


12 dozen 


13 dozen 


Persimmons 


1 bushel 


Not bearing 


1 bushel 


Pears 


10 bushels 


Not bearing 


10 bushels 



Total area under fruits, 16 acres. 



THE DAIRYING INDUSTRY. 

" If anyone wishes to see what is to be one of Aus- 
tralia's greatest dairying districts, now in the initial stages 
of development, they should visit the Atherton Tableland. 
. . . The possibilities are astounding. . . . Nature is 
kind in furnishing luxurious paddocks of paspalum, pani- 
cum muticum, couch, Rhodes, and other grasses." Thus 
wrote Mr. A. Moles, a well-known Brisbane dairying 
authority, in the Queensland " Farm Bulletin " last year, 
after a visit to the Tableland. The writer could have 
gone even further, and stated that this Tableland was 
destined to be the greatest dairying centre in the Common- 
wealth in the near future. It is unquestionably one of the 
best grassed and watered tracts of country in the southern 
hemisphere. Furthermore, the wealth of the country is 
considerably enhanced by its remarkable agricultural pro- 
ductiveness and the millions of superficial feet of commer- 
cial timbers which abound everywhere. A great future 
also awaits dairying operations on the Evelyn Tableland 
and Oswald's Track, and there is no doubt that the estab- 



lishment of butter and cheese factories in these areas will 
give the industry a decided stimulus. It is claimed that 
the Atherton Tableland will carry a beast to the acre all 
the year round. One dairyman grazed 140 head of cattle 
on 48 acres cultivated with artificial grasses, while another 
had 52 head of cattle (including a number of working 
bullocks) on 48 acres of similar country. 

A very noticeable feature of the dairying operations on 
the Tablelands is that the settlers have introduced all the 
best milking strains into their herds. In a number of 
instances fancy prices have been paid for purebred stock, 
which has been obtained from the best Southern breeders. 
The strains of cattle favoured by the dairymen are: — 
Jersey, Ayrshire, Shorthorn, Illawarra, Guernsey, and 
Holstein. Messrs. E. Burton, the well-known breeder of 
dairy cattle at Wanora, on the Brisbane Valley Line (South 
Queensland) and A. Moles, an equally prominent breeder 
in Brisbane, judged the stock at a recent show, . and 
pronounced them as being a first-class lot. At a sale 
of purebred Ayrshires from the Kairi State Farm, cows 
brought as high as 41 guineas each in March last, while 
the average price was 35 guineas. For heifers from 10 to 
29 guineas were obtained, and for young bulls from 8 to 
18g guineas. Four other sales were held about the same 
date at Malanda, East Barron, Kureen, and Millaa Millaa 
respectively, and milking cows realised as much as £36 5s. 
each, and averaged from £14 5s. to £20. Quite a number 
of the dairymen have installed milking machines, and have 
modernly-equipped dairies. Very few of the dairymen have 
devoted their attention to the making of ensilage; conse- 
quently, there are not many concrete tub silos. A small 
number, however, have stack silos. There are two rein- 
forced concrete silos on the Kairi State Farm. Maize and 
sugar cane are used for the making of ensilage. 

The following is a list of the largest dairymen on the 
Tablelands, their annual output of milk ranging from 18,000 
gallons to 107,000 gallons: — Messrs. F. G. Brown, Boonjee, 
via Peeramon ; G. A. Duffy, Barrine ; H A. West, Peeramon ; 
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In January last the price paid for first 
quality cream was Is. 2Jd. per lb. for 
commercial butter fat contents, and lid. 
per lb. for second quality. In June last, 
the factory paid Is. 3d. per lb. for first 
quality cream. The cost of manufactur- 
ing and marketing butter is 2.23d. per lb. 
The company has decided to establish two 
branch factories at Malanda and Millaa 
Millaa, respectively. These factories will 
be fitted up with all the most modern 
appliances, including pasteurising plants, 
and will be capable of manufacturing 20 
tons of butter weekly. It is claimed that 
they will be the most modernly-equipped 
factories in the Commonwealth. The 
butter made by the company is of excel- 
lent quality, and commands a ready sale 
in North Queensland and elsewhere. 

The appended table shows how the 
operations of the Atherton factory have 
expanded since its establishment: — 



CROP OF LUCERNE ON MR. W. MAY'S FARM, AT TOLGA 
(ATHERTON tableland). 

C. Lloyd, Kulara; P. G. Winfield, Yungaburra; C. C. 
Gardiner, Peeramon; J. A. Cook and Sons, Atherton; A. 
Woods, Yungaburra; J. H. Bardon, Peeramon; G. Waugh, 
Peeramon; J. H. Graham, Peeramon; P. D. Harris, Ather- 
ton; C. Bate, Kureen; J. Clancy, Kulara; C. Major, 
Ravenshoe. With the exception of Ravenshoe (Evelyn 
Tableland), all the other dairy farmers are on the Atherton 
Tableland. 

At present there is only one butter factory on the 
Tablelands, and that is at Golden Grove, a short distance 
from the town of Atherton. The factory of the Atherton 
Tableland Butter and Bacon Co-operative Company, Ltd., 
is one of the most modernly-equipped in the Commonwealth, 
and has a capacity for producing 25 tons of butter 
weekly. Quite recently the factory was enlarged, and a 
pasteurising plant installed. Though provision has been 
made for the manufacture of bacon and hams, nothing, so 
far, has been done in this direction. In 1917, the output 
of butter totalled 1,553,528 lb., and was valued at £111,962. 
A large proportion of the butter was exported to Great 
Britain and elsewhere. When the factory was first estab- 
lished in 1909 there were only four suppliers of cream, 
the total amount paid therefor being £623. Every year 
since the number of suppliers has gradually increased. 
In 1917, there were 330 suppliers, and the amount 
paid for cream aggregated no less than £116,411. 



* Year 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
* The year's oper 



No. of Suppliers 
4 

30 

61 

72 . 
. 110 
. 176 
. 178 
. 287 
. 330 



Value of Product. 
£623 
1,292 
2,432 
5,502 
10,698 
31,708 
42,376 
95,977 
116,411 



itions of the factory ends in May, whereas the 
official year ends in December ; consequently, the statistics are not 
in accordance with those supplied by the Government Statistician. 

There are seven makers of Cheddar cheese, which is 
claimed to be equal to the best Australasian commodity 
for texture, colour, and mellowness. The quantity manu- 
factured in 1917 totalled 132,009 lb. All the cheese is made 
on the Atherton Tableland. The following are the names 
of the makers: —Messrs. F. G. Brown, Boonjee-Bodalla 
Cheese Factory, Boonjee, south-east of Peeramon; G. R. 
Davidson, Peeramon; P. Mailer, Peeramon; T. A. Baldwin, 
Peeramon; T. Carr, Malanda; A. Claringbould, Atherton; 
and R. E. McHugh, Tarzali. Messrs. Brown, Davidson, and 
Claringbould are the largest manufacturers of cheese. 

The value of the machinery, plant, &c, used in con- 
nection with the dairying industry on the Atherton and 
Evelyn Tablelands last year was as under: — Atherton 
Tableland, £18,380; Evelyn Tableland, £1,986. 

The following statistics demonstrate the operations of 
the dairying industry during 1917: — 



ATHERTON TABLELAND. 





Production in Each District. 


Total 
Production. 




Atherton. 


Tolga. 


Malanda. 


Yungaburra. 


Number of dairy cattle 
Milk produced 
Farmers' butter 

Factory butter . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Farmers' cheese 

Number engaged in dairying 


1,615 
505,663 ga.s. 
8,558 lb. 
1,553,528 lb. 
12,530 lb. 
151 


344 
89,023 gals. 
4,570 lb. 

'23 


2,541 
987,816 gals. 
15,425 lb. 

18,768 lb. 
156 


4,197 
1,394.586 gals. 
25,210 lb. 

100,711 lb. 
297 


8,697 
2,977,088 gals. 

53,763 lb. 
1,553,528 lb. 
132,009 lb. 
627 
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EVELYN TABLELAND. 





Production in Each District. 


Total 




Herberton. 


Tumoulin. 


Production. 


Number of dairy cattle 
Milk produced 
Farmers' butter 
Number engaged in dairying 


323 
45,373 gals. 
7,208 lb. 
26 


1,105 
207,596 gals. 
14,917 lb. 

88 


1,428 
252,969 gals. 
22,125 lb. 
114 



PIG-RAISING INDUSTRY. 

The Tablelands also offer unlimited opportunities in 
connection with the pig-raising industry, and experts 
predict a great future for the areas referred to in this 
connection. That the prospects for extensive expansion 
in the industry are of the brightest nature is evidenced by 
the fact that Messrs. J. C. Hutton Proprietary, Limited, of 
Zillmere, Brisbane (South Queensland), have under con- 
sideration the erection of an up-to-date factory to meet the 
requirements of the Tablelands. The establishment of 
such a factory will, undoubtedly, bring about a marked 
expansion in the pig-raising industry in the localities under 
review. Pending the erection of the factory, Messrs. J. C. 
Hutton Proprietary, Limited, have arranged with the 
Biboohra Meatworks to treat any pigs supplied by farmers, 
and ship the frozen pork to them in Brisbane. Suppliers 
are being paid at present 5gd. per lb. (dressed weight) for 
pigs. These prices are, however, subject to alteration 
from time to time, owing to the state of the market. It 
may be mentioned that, the Biboohra Meatworks are 27 
miles by rail from Atherton and 41 miles from Cairns. 
There is also a probability of the Government erecting a 
bacon factory on one of the Tablelands when the soldiers' 
settlement scheme on the Oswald's Track is fully 
developed. 

The introduction of all the best strains of pigs into 
the district has brought about a great improvement in the 
industry. 



ATHERTON TABLELAND. 





Production in Each District. 


Total 
Produc- 
tion. 


Atherton . 


Tolga. 


Malanda. 


Yunga- 
burra. 


Number of pigs 
Pigs slaughtered 
Fresh pork 
Salted pork 
Farmers' bacon and 
hams 


165 
7,894 lb. 
80 lb. 
130 lb. 


i5 

1,000 lb 
1,223 lb. 
312 lb. 


104 
1,932 lb. 
6,490 lb. 

200 lb. 


81 ' 
3,862 lb. 
2,725 lb. 
900 lb. 


3,124 
365 
14,6881b. 
10,5181b. 
1,542 lb. 



EVELYN TABLELAND. 





Production in Each District. 


Total 




Herberton. 


Tumoulin. 


Production. 


Number of pigs 
Pigs slaughtered 
Fresh pork 
Salted pork 

Farmers' bacon and hams . . 


14 
1,307 lb. 

392 lb. 


85 
1,312 lb. 
4,167 lb. 
1,575 lb. 


477 
99 
2,619 lb. 
4,167 lb. 
1,9671b. 



POULTRY-RAISING, APICULTURE, AND MARKET 
GARDENS. 

A good deal of poultry-raising and apiculture is also 
engaged in successfully on the Atherton and Evelyn Table- 
lands. 

ATHERTON TABLELAND. 





Production in Each District. 


Total 
Produc- 
tion. 


Atherton. 


Tolga. 


Malanda. 


Yunga- 
burra. 


Fowls 
Ducks 
Geese 
Turkeys 
Eggs doz. 
Poultry killed 
or sold alive 


7,717 
114 
8 

17,i50 
2,977 


5,428 
154 

'28 
9,700 
3,806 


1,865 

58 

9 

19 
11,606 

903 


3,789 
226 
4 

149 
7,244 
1,615 


18,799 
552 
14 
196 
45,700 
9,301 



EVELYN TABLELAND. 





Production tn Each District. 


Total 








Production. 




Herberton. 


Tumoulin. 




Fowls 


1,249 


1,534 


2,783 


Ducks 


43 


25 


68 


Geese 


8 


8 


Turkeys 




'42 


42 


Eggs 

Poultry killed or sold alive 


3,393 doz. 


4,204 doz. 


7,597 doz. 


836 


l6& 


1,305 


Honey 


30 lb. 


3,400 lb. 


3.430 lb. 


Beeswax 




116 lb. 


116 lb. 



Vegetables of all kinds also thrive luxuriantly on the 
Tablelands. The area under vegetables on the Atherton 
Tableland was 4 acres, and on the Evelyn Tableland 6 
acres. Market and other gardens on the Atherton Table- 
land produced crops valued at £65, and the products from 
those on the Evelyn Tableland were valued at £444. 

BEEF CATTLE, SHEEP, AND HORSE RAISING. 

The highlands of the Atherton and Evelyn Tablelands 
and Oswald's Track are eminently suitable for the raising of 
beef cattle, horses, and sheep. In fact, there are a number 
of settlers at present profitably engaged in these occupa- 
tions. Quite recently Mr. A. V. Williams, of the Williams 
Estate Ltd., introduced a number of pedigreed Aberdeen- 
Angus black polled cattle into his herds on the Atherton 
Tableland at Nyleta. He has also a small flock of crossbred 
sheep. On the Evelyn Tableland Messrs. F. W. Robinson, 
of Tumoulin, R. Perrott, of Evelyn and Silky Oak, and F. 
C. Blakeney, of Pretty Bend, Ravenshoe, are breeding 
beef cattle. Crossbred sheep and the hardy strains of 
English breeds do well on the Tablelands. Romney 
Marsh sheep can be succeesfully raised on the low- 
lying areas, where the meteorological conditions are damp. 
The settlers are breeding the sheep for mutton and wool. 
The following are the principal breeders of cattle and 
sheep: — Williams Estate Ltd., Nyleta, 780 head of cattle 
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SCRUB CLEARING BY BURNING, ON MR. FRASER'S FARM, AT MALANDA 
(ATHERTON tableland). 



wood, yellowwood, mahogany, wal- 
nut, penda, oaks (red, white, and 
brown), Johnstone River hardwood, 
quandong, and silkwood. Millions 
of feet of many of these timbers are 
to be found in the scrubs, and a 
number of the trees are of tremen- 
dous size. Elsewhere in this 
book there is illustrated a giant 
cedar tree, which is estimated to 
contain 33,000 feet of timber. It 
is stated that £365 was offered for 
the tree as it stood. Frequently 
fancy prices are paid by sawmillers 
for large cedar trees growing on the 
holdings of settlers. The sum of 
£130 was paid to a farmer in Ather- 
ton for one of these monarchs of 
the forest. When the Tablelands 
were first taken up for agricultural 
pursuits' millions of superficial feet 
of valuable timbers were ruthlessly 
destroyed by the settlers during the 
clearing operations. 

Appended are details of the operations of the sawmills 
during 1917 on the Atherton and Evelyn Tablelands: — 



63 horses, and 40 sheep; R. Perrott, Evelyn and Silky Oak, 
166 cattle, 37 horses, and 350 sheep; F. W. Robinson, 
Tumoulin, 742 cattle; E. M. Harte, Tumoulin, 147 sheep; 
E. A. Maund, Nigger Creek, Herberton district, 140 cattle, 
54 horses, and 140 sheep; D. Roberts, Blunder Creek, 
Ravenshoe, 21 cattle, 28 horses, and 73 sheep; F. C. 
Blakeney, Pretty Bend, Ravenshoe, 120 sheep; T. Adams, 
Barrine, 85 cattle and 58 sheep; W. D. Nash, Millaa 
Millaa, 28 sheep. The two lastnamed settlers are on the 
Atherton Tableland, while the others are on the Evelyn 
Tableland. Mr. Blakeney has crossed Romney Marsh rams 
with Merino ewes, which were obtained from Hughenden 
(north-western Queensland). Lately he has used a South- 
down ram for crossing purposes. The breed of beef cattle 
mostly reared are Shorthorns. 

The following statistics show the distribution of the 
stock on the Tablelands up to the end of 1917: — Atherton 
Tableland — Horses, 3,841; cattle, 25,493; sheep, 108; 
Evelyn Tableland — Horses, 1,752; cattle, 7,179; sheep, 466. 
A study of the table appearing under the heading of " The 
Dairying Industry" will show that there were 8,697 dairy 
cattle on the Atherton Tableland in 1917, and 1,428 dairy 
cattle on the Evelyn Tableland. 



THE TIMBER INDUSTRY. 

That the Atherton and Evelyn Tablelands and Oswald's 
Track are rich in timbers of much commercial value is 
demonstrated by the fact that the following varieties thrive 
there: — Red and white cedar, pencil cedar, acacia cedar, 
silky oak, maple, silver beech, kauri pine, Putt's pine, 
crowsfoot elm; crow's ash, spurwood, hickory, cadaga, 
red stringy bark, yellow stringy bark, blue gum, water 
gum, dead finish, bull oak, bally gum, beantree, milk- 



Atherton Tableland — 
Maple 
Kauri pine 
Silky oak 
Cedar 
Hardwoods 
Penda 
Quandong 
White beech 
Beantree 
Other timbers 



Superficial feet. 
531,906 
812,159 
259,778 
10,000 
250,928 
70,779 
30,000 
30,000 
8,302 
253,304 



Total value of output of 6 sawmills, £26,302. Number 
of hands employed, 54; value of machinery and plant, 
£6,046; value of land and premises, £2,421. 

Evelyn Tableland— Superficial feet. 

Maple 166,160 

Hardwoods 263,000 

Kauri pine . . . . . . . . 8,i000 

Maple and silky oak 20,000 

Silky oak 68,718 

No. 

Sleepers 17,000 

Total value of output of 3 sawmills, £7,705. Number 
of hands employed, 22; value of machinery and plant, 
£2,959; value of land and premises, £180. 

In 1917, there were exported from the Atherton and 
Evelyn Tablelands, via the port of Cairns, the following 
timbers: — Cedar logs, 195,681 superficial feet; maple logs, 
over 8,000,:000 superficial feet; silky oak logs, over 1,000,000 
superficial feet; total, 10,119,001 superficial feet. Included 
in the above were 6,676,437 superficial feet of sawn timber. 
The total value of the above timber was estimated at over 
£100,000. 




The Tablelands of 

It is computed that there are 30,000,000 superficial feet 
of maple still standing on the Atherton Tableland, while 
on the Evelyn Tableland (principally around Herberton 
and Ravenshoe) there are 12,000,000 superficial feet of 
maple still standing. About 8,000,000 superficial feet of 
maple are cut annually on the Tablelands. This timber, 
which has to a great extent displaced red cedar, is stated to 
be the best wood in the world for the manufacture of pro- 
pellors for aeroplanes. 

Note. — Dead finish, yellow stringy bark, blue gum, 
red stringy bark, cadaga, and water gum_ are classed as 
hardwoods. 

With a view of maintaining the supply of the valuable 
timbers the Government has established a number of State 
Forests on the Atherton and Evelyn Tablelands, where 
reafforestation operations are carried out. There are three 
of these State Forests on the Atherton Tableland^one 
(1,570 acres) near Wongabel, another (475 acres) between 
Yungaburra and Chumbrumba, and the third (1,28(0 acres) 
near the north-eastern boundary of this Tableland. An 
area of 596 acres has also been reserved on the Evelyn 
Tableland, north-east of Turulka, for the same purpose. 

Five blocks of timber-bearing country, ranging from 
420 acres to 16,800 acres, and aggregating 29,150 acres, have 
been proclaimed timber reserves on different parts of the 
Atherton Tableland. There are two timber reserves on the 
Evelyn Tableland — one of 870 acres near Ravenshoe, and 
the other of 4,920 acres some distance south of the last- 
named township. 

THE MINING INDUSTRY. 

As has been previously mentioned, the Atherton and 
Evelyn Tablelands and Oswald's Track are rich in mineral 
possibilities, and offer great opportunities for the invest- 
ment of capital. When the fields are fully developed, there 
is no gainsaying the fact that the country under review 
will become a veritable beehive of industrial activity and 
prosperity. At present the mineral wealth on the Atherton 
Tableland exists chiefly at Tula and Yungaburra, and com- 
prises wolfram and gold. On the Evelyn Tableland the bulk 
of the tin, copper, and silver is found in and around 
Herberton. On the Oswald's Track country alluvial gold 
is found on Jordan Creek. 

A study of the following figures, supplied by the Mines 
Department, will show the quantities of minerals won 
during 1917 in the localities under review: — ■ 

Atherton Tableland — 

Gold . . . . 22 oz. . . £94 

Evelyn Tableland — 

Copper . . . . 362 tons . . £42,887 
Tin . . . . 128 tons . . 18,117 

EXPERIENCES OF SUCCESSFUL SETTLERS. 

The following experiences of settlers have been sup- 
plied by the individuals concerned, and speak for them- 
selves: — 

Mr. J. English, of Malanda (Atherton Tableland), 
selected 570 acres for himself and son eight years ago. 




CROP OF ARROWROOT ON MR. C. HAMPTON 'S FARM AT UPPER 



BARRON, ATHERTON (ATHERTON TABLELAND ) . 

Previously he lived on the Richmond River (New South 
Wales). He has now 400 acres cleared, and planted with 
paspalum, lucerne, and other crops. His herd averages 
20s. per cow monthly throughout the year. One of his 
pedigreed cows produced over 5 lb. of commercial butter 
in the forty-eight hours, and over 3 lb. in twenty-four 
hours. The country will carry two beasts to the acre. 
Mr. English makes his own butter, and sends any surplus 
cream to the factory. The felling of the dense scrub 
on his land cost from £2 to £2 10s. per acre, and the 
grassing of the land entailed an additional £1 per acre. He 
says the Atherton Tableland is " The Garden of Australia." 
The soil, he says, cannot be equalled anywhere for its 
fertility, and the rainfall is abundant. 

Mr. C. W. L. Bryde, who took up a selection in the 
parish of Danbulla, near Lake Barrine, Yungaburra 
(Atherton Tableland), about five years ago, is satisfied 
that his new home has been pitched in " the garden of 
Australia." He was born in Liverpool, England, and, 
adopting the sea as a profession, reached the position of 
chief mate. Several severe trips between Newcastle and 
Valparaiso with coal for the Chilian Government cooled 
off his ardour for the sea, and, faced with nervous break- 
down, he was attracted to North Queensland. He took up 
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STACKS OF LUCERNE AND EH ODES GRASS HAY ON MR. W. 

TOLGA (ATHERTON TABLELAND). 

his selection, and threw himself with enthusiasm into his 
new employment. Mr. Bryde says that the soil is extra- 
ordinarily rich, and it is quite clear that the district has a 
great future. Permanent creeks abound everywhere, and 
on his holding there are seven streams carrying crystal 
water. Chokos, pumpkins, and piemelons, the seeds of 
which were dropped, grew wild, and the scrubs contain 
scores of passion-fruit vines. At present the timber does 
not pay to market, though it is only eight miles from 
Kulara, on the Tolga-Johnstone line; but if the railway 
from this point to Mobo, via Lake Barrine, were constructed, 
cedar patches and other timbers, such as red and white 
beech, kauri, and silky oak, would be made available. 
Mr. Bryde has seen the Richmond River, and he considers 
that the land in his neighbourhood is superior; but he 
states that it is of no use for any one to go in for land 
there unless he is willing to rough it. 

Mr. Robert W. Elliott, of Cooroo Farm, Ravenshoe 
(Evelyn Tableland), took up 252 acres under the Group 
System of the Land Act six years ago. Prior to his arrival 
in the district, he was engaged in commercial pursuits in 
Sydney (New South Wales). His land, which consisted of 
dense scrub, is watered by permanent running creeks, and 
there are 30 acres cultivated with Rhodes, paspalum, and 
clover grasses, and panicum. Mr. Elliott is engaged in 
dairying, and has 34 head of Ayrshires and Ayrshire-Short- 
horn cross cattle, including 12 head of pedigreed Ayrshires. 
Assisted by a neighbour, he erected a comfortable four- 
roomed dwelling of maple. He has a large orchard and 
vegetable and flower garden. The fruits grown comprise: 
Oranges, mandarins, peaches, apples, plums, apricots, figs, 
quinces, pineapples, bananas, and strawberries. 

Mr. Gilbert Maggs, of Point Lookout Farm, Ravenshoe 
(Evelyn Tableland), was formerly a miner in Charters 
Towers (North Queensland). He selected an agricultural 
farm, consisting of 106 acres of dense vine scrub, five 



MAY 'S FARM AT 



years ago, and had very little 
capital when he started operations 
on his farm. There are 70 acres of 
the holding cultivated with Rhodes 
grass, and water is obtained from a 
well with the aid of a windmill. He 
has 29 head of dairy cattle of a Jersey 
cross, a pedigreed Jersey bull, 19 beef 
cattle, and 7 horses. The three best 
monthly cheques for cream were: — 
£17 10s., £17 10s., and £14 19s. The 
cream returns from 12 cows for the 
year totalled £110 19s. 8d. Mr. Maggs 
has a five-roomed dwelling, and all 
the necessary buildings for the suc- 
cessful carrying on of dairying. 

Mr. E. H. Heale, of Fleetwood, 
Kureen (Atherton Tableland) con- 
siders that the Tablelands have a 
great future, and he proclaims this 
fact wherever he goes throughout 
the Commonwealth. Seventeen years 
ago Mr. Heale settled on the Ather- 
ton Tableland with very little 
capital, but he had plenty of pluck and energy. A Vic- 
torian by birth, he was trained for agricultural pursuits 
at an Agricultural College. Prior to his arrival in Queens- 
land, he was farming in the Riverina district, New South 
Wales. He took up an agricultural selection of over 1,0,00 
acres from the Crown on the Atherton Tableland, and, 
after clearing it of the dense jungle and scrub, devoted his 
attention to mixed farming (dairying, maizegrowing, and 
cattle-raising). Success attended his efforts, and he 
acquired additional land. He also became interested in 
the sawmilling industry. To-day Mr. Heale is one of the 
largest agriculturists, dairymen, and cattle-breeders on the 
Tablelands, and his sawmilling operations are on a large 
scale. He has a large dairy herd, consisting of Jerseys and 
Shorthorns, many of the pedigreed bulls having been 
imported from the Southern States. Milking machines 
have been installed, and these are driven by an oil engine. 
Mr. Heale is one of the largest suppliers of cream to the 
Atherton Butter Factory. A galvanised iron tub silo, with 
a capacity of 134 tons, has been erected, and maize and 
cowpea are used for the making of ensilage. The pasture 
on the farms consists of paspalum and Rhodes grasses and 
clover. Panicum muticum is also grown as feed for the 
stock. Crops of English and sweet potatoes, vegetables, 
&c, are also grown every year. The principal crop, how- 
ever, is maize, over 150 acres being planted, and heavy 
yields are obtained therefrom annually. Purebred Berk- 
shire pigs are also bred for market. Two hydraulic rams 
and a steam pumping plant have been installed for irriga- 
tion purposes. Mr. Heale was one of the founders of the 
Cairns Butter Factory, and also of the Atherton factory. 
He is chairman of directors of the Atherton concern, has 
been chairman of the Eacham Shire Council for the past 
five years, representative for Eacham Shire on the Cairns 
Harbour Board, and chairman of directors of the Tinaroo 
Timber Company, Limited. 
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